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A) Summary

1) Title of Programme:

A Guest Lecture on “Biodiversity
Conservation: Global Challenges and Local
Solutions”

2) Name of Organizing Department/Unit:

Department of Biotechnology

3) Name of the Coordinator(s)/
Convener(s)/

Organizer(s) of the Programme:

Chief Organizer: Dr Mahadev Gavhane
(Principal)

Joint Chief Organizer: Prof. S. N. Shinde
(Vice-Principal)

Head: Dr. S. S. Kulkarni

4) Date(s) of the Programme:

22t July 2024

5) Venue: Department of Biotechnology
6) Target Group: UG Students (B. Sc. I students)
7) Number of Participants: Male Female Total
A separate list with Teaching 01 00 01
signatures be maintained in Non- 00 00 00
the department/Unit) Teaching

Students 31 39 70

8) Name(s) and details of Resource
Person(s),

Mr. Suparna Jagtap,
Renowned Activist in Biodiversity Conservation

if any: Latur.
9) Total Expenditure for the Programme: | NIL
10) Source of Funding: Not Applicable




B) Report
I. Title

A Guest Lecture on “Biodiversity Conservation: Global Challenges and Local
Solutions”

II. Introduction

Conserving biodiversity is essential to ensuring that life on Earth continues. Even
while a lot of countries, like India, have made headway in protecting biodiversity, the
rate at which species are disappearing is worrying. Many species may go extinct as a
result of this loss, which would ultimately harm human survival. Despite a great deal of
work by both governmental and non-governmental organizations, there are still many
obstacles to overcome before conservation measures can be effectively implemented.

Globally, the preservation of biodiversity and climate change are frequently
associated, with the main objective being the cutting of carbon emissions. Both
developed and developing nations are planning their strategies to come up with
solutions that strike a balance between protecting biodiversity and the health of the
planet. On July 22, 2024, the Department of Biotechnology hosted a guest lecture with
the theme "Conservation of Biodiversity" to explore and bring attention to these urgent
challenges. Mr. Suparna Jagtap, a well-known biodiversity conservationist, fisheries
science expert, and the founder of the Green Latur Foundation, was in attendance at the
occasion.

III. Objectives
e To raise awareness about the current global status of biodiversity.

e To impart knowledge and encourage innovative solutions for biodiversity
conservation.

e To inspire students regarding the importance and scope of conservation efforts.

e To provide students with critical insights into the challenges of implementing

conservation strategies.

IV. Detail of Participants

Total 71 participants (32 Male and 39 Female) participated in this guest lecture.

V. Brief summary of event/session

Biodiversity conservation is now a crucial issue, with human survival increasingly
threatened by the loss of species and habitats. Habitat destruction and climate change

are the primary drivers of this extinction crisis. As a result, reducing carbon emissions



has become a major focus for nations around the world. Various international
conventions have laid out long-term plans to achieve sustainability and balance human

needs with the protection of biodiversity.

During the lecture, Mr. Suparna Jagtap discussed the global state of biodiversity,
highlighting the importance of biotechnology education in addressing conservation
challenges. He emphasized the interconnectedness of nature and human well-being,
using real-life examples from the animal and plant kingdoms to illustrate his points. Mr.
Jagtap also underscored the need for urgent action, calling for ground-level efforts to
reduce carbon emissions. To conclude, he led the participants in a pledge to take
meaningful actions for conservation, symbolized by a song that paid tribute to native
tree species like the Banyan (Wad) and Peepal (Pimple), which play critical roles in

sustaining ecosystems.

VI. Conclusion with feedback on the Programme
Students gained important knowledge on the status of biodiversity conservation on a
national and international level from the guest lecture. It aided in their comprehension
of the difficulties in maintaining biodiversity and the significance of environmental
sustainability. Students were also given the tools to critically consider how they may
contribute to conservation efforts after the event. They will be more prepared in the
future to support environmentally friendly activities and deal with the urgent problem

of biodiversity loss for the benefit of our world.

VIIL. Appendix: List of participants.
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C) Geotagged Photographs/Screenshots

Student Participation in Guest Lecture on Biodiversity Conservation: Global
Challenges and Local Solutions




D) Brochure of the Program
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Dr. Mahadev Gavhane
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