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National Conference : 'Effective Implementation of Innovative and Best
Practices in Higher Education’

>

>

Introduction:

The landscape of higher education in India is undergoing a transformative shift, driven by
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, emerging technologies, and a renewed focus on
learner-centric excellence. To address these evolving needs and enhance academic quality, a one-
day National Conference titled "Effective Implementation of Innovative and Best Practices in
Higher Education™ was successfully organized on March 12, 2026. This prestigious event was
hosted by the Departments of Political Science, Public Administration, and Sociology at Rajarshi
Shahu Mahavidyalaya (Empowered Autonomous Institution), Latur, under the aegis of the
Pradhan Mantri Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (PM-USHA) in collaboration with the Maharashtra
State Faculty Development Academy (MSFDA), Pune.

The conference specifically highlighted the intersection of Social Sciences with modern
governance and societal development, emphasizing how Political Science, Public Administration,
and Sociology act as the bedrock for informed citizenship. Discussions focused on pedagogical
shifts such as experiential learning in policy analysis, the use of digital archives for sociological
research, and the integration of community-based projects to make these subjects more relevant to
the contemporary job market. By centering the dialogue on these disciplines, the organizers
underscored the necessity of a multidisciplinary approach where social awareness and
administrative efficiency go hand-in-hand with technological progress.

Furthermore, a significant portion of the deliberations was dedicated to the role of
institutional autonomy in driving quality enhancement. Participants explored how empowered
autonomous institutions can leverage their flexibility to design industry-aligned courses and
implement formative assessment techniques that move beyond traditional examinations. The
collaboration with MSFDA, Pune, emphasized that the successful implementation of any policy
ultimately rests on faculty capacity-building. The conference concluded with a collective roadmap
for institutions to achieve global standards of excellence while remaining deeply rooted in the
Indian ethical and social context.

Objectives:
e To share innovative models in Teaching, Learning, and Evaluation.
« To highlight best institutional practices aligned with National and Global benchmarks.
« To strengthen research, innovation, entrepreneurship, and extension activities.
e To promote collaboration, quality enhancement, and educational development.

e To create a collaborative platform for academicians, researchers, industry experts,
administrators, and students to share successful practices.

« To showcase innovations and explore strategies for effective implementation in higher
education institutions across India
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Rajarshi Shahu Mahavidyalaya, Latur (Empowered
Autonomous Institution), established in 1970 by the Shiv
Chhatrapati Shikshan Sanstha, Latur, with the mission 'Pursuit of
Excell; *. The institution is dedi

delivering quality education to the students from underserved

e of

d to the impera

societal segments. Affiliated with Swami Ramanand Teerth
Marathwada University, Nanded, the institution attained the
coveted status of academic autonomy in 2013. Notably. it holds
the distinction of being the pioneering institution in the
Marathwada Region of Maharashtra State to secure academic

y. The Uni
esteemed status of 'College with Potential for Excellence' in
three phases: Phase I (2006), Phase 11(2009), and Phase 111(2014).

Furthermore, the institution received structural support under the

Grants C conferred the

Department of Science and Technology-FIST scheme in Phase 1
(2014) and Phase 11(2023).

The college’s to experime

d and the culti of merit has culminated

in the development of its own distinct educational methodology,

known as the 'Shahu Pattern’, which is widely recognized as the
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tives of the National Conference

The Departments of Political Science, Public

and Sociology are centers of academic excellence.They promote

critical und d di and society. The

of politics,
departments link Indian realities with global perspectives.

Academic Programs :Undergraduate programs serve both rural
and urban students. A postgraduate program in Political Science
functions as a recognized research centre.

Areas of Focus :The departments analyze social and political
structures.They study govemance at local, state, and national
levels.Key political theories and ideologies strengthen conceptual
clarity.International relations and public administration enrich the
curriculum.

Achievements :The departments regularly organize academic

events.N 2020 is successfully implemented.Fieldwork,
surveys, and interviews are integral activities.Students actively
engage in community outreach.Local issues are addressed
through academic initiatives.

Our Approach :Learning is practical and field-oriented.

d are trained as problem solvers and leaders.The

'Latur Pattern in E *. The G

has officially jated its adoption and

educational institutes via a formal circular.

In recognition of its singular contributions to the education
b d the i

'Ideal Educational Institute' Award in 2000. The college was

sector, the Government of M

the first institution in the Marathwada region to undergo NAAC
assessment in 2003,
88.25%. In the most recent Cycle IV (2024) NAAC assessment,
the institution achieved the highest rating of A+ Grade with a
CGPA of 3.49. The institution proactively adopted the National
Education Policy-2020 from the Academic Year 2023-24. The
academic portfolio under NEP-2020 comprises 19 UG and 13 PG

Programmes. Furthermore, eleven of its departments are

curing "A' grade with a high score of

departments promote social respon
development.
About the National Conference
The landscape of higher education is rapidly transforming with
8 y
needs, and policy reforms.

new opportunities, learning

are inc

ive models in teaching, leaming and

evaluation.
®To highlight best i

and global benchmarks.

ices aligned with national

eTo gthen research, i i and
extension activities.

To promote
educational development.

About PM-USHA
Pradhan Mantri Uchchatar Shiksha Abhi
USHA) is a flagship

clevating the quality and equity of higher education across India.

quality

1 initiative

y-SF
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Rajarshi
Shahu Mahavidyalaya, Latur (Empowered Autonomous
Institution) has been selected as a beneficiary of this program. The
institution has been awarded a prestigious grant under the “Grants
to Strengthen Colleges™ scheme, aimed at bolstering

infrastructure, academic resources, and research capabilities.

Nearest airport is Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji Airport, Nanded
about 125 KM from Latur. Nearest railway stations are Latur
(LUR) and Latur Road (LTRR). Other railway stations are
Solapur (SUR) and Nanded (NED).

Nearby Places
Near Latur, one can visit Parli Vaijnath, Nanded's Hazur Sahib
Gurudwara, and Tuljapur's Tulja Bhavani Temple for spiritual
sites. Within Latur and its immediate vicinity, popular attractions
include Ausa Fort, Udgir Fort, and the Kharosa Caves.

innovative and best to enhance ~learning

P , research y. quality T A

and overall institutional excellence.

Regi for the National Conference is required to be
completed through MSFDA. The registration fee is 21000. The
registration link will be shared in the WhatsApp group two days
priortothe fi L

This National Conference aims to create a

platform for academicians, researche

. industry experts,

and students to share

showcase ifhovations, and explore strategies for effective

1 across India.

recognizéd as Research Centers by the Parent University.
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Maharashtra State Faculty Development Academy

in Collaboration with

RAJARSHI SHAHU MAHAVIDYALAYA, LATUR

(Empowered Autonomus Institution)
organizes

National Conference on Effective Implementation of
Innovative & Best Practices in Higher Education

under PM-USHA

Key Highlights

@ Innovative Teaching—Learning Practices for Enhancing
Quality in Higher Education

@ Curriculum Development and Academic Flexibility:
Experiences from Autonomous and Affiliated Colleges

@ Reforms in Assessment and Evaluation Systems in Higher
Education

@ Institutional Best Practices for Academic Excellence and
Quality Assurance

Contact 12 March 2026

Kabeer +9]1 83083 81840 KiShan
4 Venue : Rajarshi Shahu
Mr D);aneshwar Bansode +91§0963 59529 Mahavidyalaya, Chandranagar,

t t Central Bus Stand, Latur

Register HerD
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Valedictory Function
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Principal & Chiel Organzer General Manager (Academics), MSFDA, Pune
\ Thursday, 12" March, 2026 Venue :- VLC Hall
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» Inaugural Function Summary:

The inaugural session was graced by the presence of Principal Dr. Mahadev Gavhane,
Vice-Principal Prof. Sadashiv Shinde, Dr. Omprakash Shahapurkar (Controller of Examinations),
Dr. Anuja Jadhav (Head, Department of English) From the organizing departments, Prof.
Dnyaneshwar Bansode, Prof. Rutuja Bavachkar, Dr. Vitesh Nikte, Dr. Mahadev Jadhav, Prof.
Sayali Samudre, and Dr. Bhagavant Bokade, Prof. Madhav Shelke played key roles in the
organization of event. In his inaugural address, Principal Dr. Mahadev Gavhane introduced the
institution’s mission and emphasized the urgent necessity of innovative practices in modern
education, while Prof. Dnyaneshwar Bansode delivered the introductory remarks outlining the core
objectives of the conference. The session was anchored by Prof. Sudarshan Patil, and the formal
vote of thanks was proposed by Prof. Shrikrishna Panchal. National Conference Divided into four
comprehensive technical sessions, the conference witnessed enthusiastic participation from
professors across various colleges, providing a vital platform for deep academic discourse on the
future challenges and opportunities in higher education as well as conference focused on goal of

NEP-2020.

Inaugural Function: Photographs

Traditional Warm Welcome of Chief Guest
Dr.Rajendra Shinde

Principal Dr. Mahadev Gavhane, Chief Guest
Dr. Rajendra Shinde, Vice-Principal Prof.
Sadashiv Shinde, and Prof. Dnyaneshwar

Bansode paying floral tribute to the
Chhatrapati Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj.




Principal Dr. Mahadev Gavhane felicitating the
Chief Guest, Dr. Rajendra Shinde, at the
Inaugural Function.

Prof. Dnyaneshwar Bansode presenting the
introductory speech during Inaugural
Function.

Principal Dr. Mahadev Gavhane delivering the
Presidential address during the inauguration
Function.

Delegates in Inaugural Function.




Technical Session -1 (Time: 10:00 am to 11.30 am)

Resource Person Topic: Innovative Teaching-Learning Practices
Dr. Rajendra Shinde | for Enhancing Quality in Higher Education

CV of Resource Person:

Director, Board of Innovation, Incubation, Linkages and Placements at HSNC University,
Mumbai.

Academic Leadership & Experience

o Dedicated 35-year tenure at St. Xavier’s College, Mumbai, progressing from Curator
of the Blatter Herbarium to Principal (2018-2025).

e Maintained the institution’s standing within the Top-100 NIRF rankings.

e Spearheaded the successful implementation of NEP-2020.

o Former Chairman of the Board of Studies in Botany at the University of Mumbai.

Research & Contributions

o Specialization: Plant Taxonomy (Ph.D. in Botany).

o Discoveries: Identified four new plant species.

o Publications: Authored 4 books and over 60 research papers.
e Curation: Served as the Director of the Blatter Herbarium.

International Exposure

o Served as a Senior Lecturer at the University of Guyana.
o Selected for the Fulbright-Nehru International Educational Administrators
program in the USA.

Awards & Recognition

e Maharashtra Shiksha Bhushan Puraskar (2025).
o Best Principal Award, University of Mumbai (2023).
e Dr. Hermengild Santapau Gold Medal for lifetime achievement in taxonomy.

Personal Interests & Mentorship

« Continues to mentor doctoral scholars and advise institutions on academic autonomy.
o Deeply engaged in nature education, trekking, and wildlife photography.
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> Session Overview:

Dr. Rajendra Shinde delivered a comprehensive discourse on the critical transition from

traditional pedagogical frameworks to modern, student-centric teaching-learning models. Drawing
upon his three decades of experience in higher education administration and his pivotal role in
implementing the National Education Policy (NEP-2020), Dr. Rajendra Shinde articulated that
quality enhancement in education is no longer an option but a survival necessity in a globalized
academic landscape.

Key Highlights and Insights

The Paradigm Shift in Pedagogy: Dr. Rajendra Shinde emphasized that the “sage on the
stage" model is rapidly becoming obsolete. He advocated for a transition toward active
learning, where the educator acts as a facilitator rather than a mere transmitter of
information. By integrating innovative methods, institutions can move beyond rote
memorization toward the development of critical thinking and analytical skills.

Catalyzing Student Engagement: A central theme of the session was the role of
innovation as a driver for student interest. Dr. Rajendra Shinde discussed various high-
impact practices, including Blended Learning, the Flipped Classroom model, and
Experiential Learning. He noted that when students are actively involved in the "creation”
of knowledge—through field studies, case investigations, or collaborative projects—their
retention and academic rigor improve significantly.

Aligning with Global Standards & NEP-2020: Reflecting on his leadership at St.
Xavier’s College and his current role at HSNC University, Dr. Rajendra Shinde highlighted
how interdisciplinary approaches are essential for quality enhancement. He stressed that
innovative teaching must be mapped to Learning Outcomes (LOCF), ensuring that every
lecture contributes to a specific set of graduate attributes that are recognized globally.

Technology as an Enabler, not a Substitute: While discussing the digital transformation
of classrooms, he cautioned that technology should be used to augment the human element
of teaching. He explored the use of LMS (Learning Management Systems), digital
repositories, and interactive tools to create a more inclusive and accessible learning
environment for diverse student populations.

Institutional Excellence and Autonomy: Dr. Rajendra Shinde shared insights into how
pedagogical innovation directly impacts institutional rankings (such as NIRF) and
accreditation. He argued that for an institution to achieve true excellence and autonomy, it
must foster a culture of continuous faculty development and be willing to experiment with
unconventional teaching methodologies that bridge the gap between academia and
industry.

11




Technical Session I: Photographs

Principal Dr.Mahadev Gavhane Felicitating
Chief Guest Dr. Rajendra Shinde.

Dr.Rajendra Shinde Sharing his views with
Participants.

Dr.Rajendra Shinde Interacting with Participants

Participants in Technical Session- |

12




Technical Session —I1 (Time: 11.45 am to 1.15 pm)

Resource Person Topic: Curriculum Development and Academic
Dr. Jyoti Singh Flexibility: Experience from Autonomous and
Affiliated Colleges

CV of Resource Person:

General Manager (Academics and Training) at the Maharashtra State Faculty
Development Academy (MSFDA), Pune.

Educational Background

Ph.D. in Organizational Management.

MBA from Savitribai Phule Pune University.

Alumna of 1 1M Ahmedabad (Advanced Faculty Development Programs).
Specialized international training in Behavioral Science.

Core Expertise

o Leadership: Behavioral dimensions and responsible leadership.
e Psychology: Human motivation and emotional intelligence.
o Personal Growth: Fostering self-awareness and structured self-development.

Professional Contributions

o Statewide Initiatives: Designing large-scale faculty development programs.

« Digital Learning: Conceptualizing innovative digital solutions for professional
communities.

o Research: Authored numerous research papers and case studies (published via the 1M
Case Clearing House).

Memberships & Philosophy

o Associate Member of the Indian Society for Training and Development (ISTD).
« Professional Philosophy: Rooted in lifelong learning and the practical application of
academic insights to higher education.

13




> Session Overview:

The second technical session of the conference featured an in-depth exploration of

Curriculum Development and Educational Flexibility, presented by Dr. Jyoti Singh, General
Manager (Academics and Training) at the Maharashtra State Faculty Development Academy
(MSFDA), Pune (Empowered Autonomous Institution). Utilizing her specialized background
in organizational management and leadership, Dr. Singh delivered a comprehensive analysis of
the evolving landscape of higher education, focusing on the strategic advantages of academic
autonomy over traditional affiliation models.

Key Highlights and Strategic Insights

The Mandate for Student-Centric Curricula: Dr. Jyoti Singh argued forcefully that the
traditional, lecture-heavy instructional model has become inadequate for contemporary
needs. She advocated for a framework that prioritizes practical applicability and multi-
dimensional skill development. The core of her argument rested on the necessity of
bridging the gap between theoretical constructs and real-world execution to ensure
academic relevance.

Academic Flexibility as a Pedagogical Necessity: A significant portion of the discourse
was dedicated to the concept of Academic Flexibility. Dr. Jyoti Singh clarified that
flexibility is not merely an administrative convenience but a vital tool for cultivating a
workforce that is both industry-ready and socially conscious. She emphasized that
institutions must move beyond rigid structures to accommaodate the diverse learning speeds
and interests of the modern student.

Leveraging Autonomy for Innovation: As a representative of an Empowered
Autonomous Institution, Dr. Jyoti Singh encouraged colleges to fully utilize their
academic freedom. She proposed the introduction of:

o Interdisciplinary Courses: Breaking silos between departments to foster holistic
thinking.

o Vocational Integrations: Embedding industry-specific skills directly into the
academic degree.

o Elective Choice Architecture: Allowing students to tailor their learning paths
according to their career aspirations.

Fostering Reflection and Self-Awareness: Drawing from her professional philosophy,
Dr. Jyoti Singh highlighted the importance of creating a learning environment rooted in
reflection. She noted that when curricula encourage self-awareness, they produce more
than just graduates; they develop responsible leaders capable of navigating complex
professional and social ethical landscapes.

Bridging Education and Social Impact: The session concluded with the powerful insight
that modern curricula must be dual-purpose. They must empower students to contribute
effectively to the economic engine of the nation while remaining deeply rooted in the
broader social fabric, ensuring that educational progress leads to collective societal well-
being.

14




Technical Session 11: Photographs

Dr. Anuja Jadhav felicitating Chief Guest Dr.
Jyoti Singh.

Chief Guest Dr. Jyoti Singh addressing the
Participants during the Technical Session-II

Dr. Jyoti Singh Interacting with Participants

Participants in Technical Session-II

15




Technical Session —I11 (Time: 2.00 pm to 3.30 pm)

Resource Person Topic: Reforms in Assessment and Evaluation
Dr. Nilesh Berad Systems in Higher Education

CV of Resource Person:

« Joint Director at the Maharashtra State Faculty Development Academy (MSFDA),
Pune.

Professional Background

o Corporate: Former Brand Manager for major pharmaceutical firms, including
Ranbaxy Laboratories and Panacea Biotech.

e Academic Governance: Serves on Boards of Studies and Academic Councils for over
14 universities, including Savitribai Phule Pune University.

« International: Experienced in international teaching (Dubai).

Education & Certifications

e Alumnus of IIM Ahmedabad.
o AIMA Accredited Management Teacher.
o Certified NLP Life Coach.

Research & Scholarly Impact

e Mentorship: Successfully guided 12 Ph.D. researchers.

o Publications: Published over 35 papers in high-impact journals (Scopus, ABDC,
UGC-CARE).

« Intellectual Property: Holds nine copyrights and one patent.

Strategic Vision & Focus

« National Alignment: Focused on the implementation of NEP-2020 and Viksit Bharat
2047.

« Innovation: Specializes in institutional excellence and the integration of Generative
Al in education.

« Capacity Building: Pivotal in shaping state-level policy and faculty transformation in
management and technical education.

16




> Session Overview:

The third technical session of the conference focused on the vital theme of Reforms in

Evaluation and Examination Systems, led by Dr. Nilesh Berad, Joint Director at the
Maharashtra State Faculty Development Academy (MSFDA), Pune (Empowered
Autonomous Institution). Drawing from his extensive experience as an alumnus of IIM
Ahmedabad and his leadership roles across 14 university academic councils, Dr. Nilesh Berad
provided a strategic roadmap for transforming assessment methods to align with global standards
and the National Education Policy (NEP-2020).

Key Highlights and Strategic Insights

The Ethical Core of Assessment: Dr. Nilesh Berad addressed the critical need for
neutrality and ethical integrity in the evaluation process. He argued that the credibility
of an educational institution rests on the transparency of its examination system. He urged
educators to move beyond subjective biases, ensuring that assessments remain a fair and
honest reflection of a student's true capabilities.

From Grading to Holistic Measurement: A primary theme of the discourse was the shift
from "grading for selection™ to "measuring for development.” Dr. Nilesh Berad outlined
principles for creating systems that do not merely rank students but accurately measure
holistic development, including cognitive, affective, and psychomotor domains. This
approach ensures that evaluation becomes a tool for improvement rather than just a final
judgment.

Implementing Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation: Dr. Nilesh Berad
advocated for a move away from high-stakes, end-of-year examinations toward more
frequent, varied assessments. He discussed how Formative Assessments such as
presentations, projects, and peer reviews can provide real-time feedback, allowing for
timely pedagogical interventions that benefit the student’s learning journey.

Technology and Al in Evaluation: Leveraging his expertise as a subject matter expert in
Generative Al, Dr. Nilesh Berad explored how digital tools can streamline the
examination process. He highlighted the role of automated grading for objective
components and the use of Al to detect patterns in student performance, while cautioning
that technology must serve to enhance, not replace, the professional judgment of the
educator.

Policy Alignment and Institutional Excellence: The session concluded with a focus on
how reformed evaluation systems directly contribute to Institutional Excellence. Dr.
Nilesh Berad noted that robust, innovative assessment frameworks are essential for
achieving higher rankings in NIRF and securing NAAC accreditation. He emphasized that
for India to reach the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047, the examination system must evolve
to certify genuine skill and analytical competence.
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Technical Session I11: Photographs

Shis ChimrapatiShlkshan Sansts’s
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Copriscod

Principal Dr. Mahadev Gavhane Felicitating
Chief Guest Dr. Nilesh Berad

Dr. Nilesh Berad delivering his expert
guidance to the Participants.

Dr. Nilesh Berad Interacting With Participants

Participants in Technical Session- IlI
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Technical Session =1V (Time: 03.45 pm to 05.15 pm)

Resource Person Topic: Institutional Best Practices for Academic
Dr. Rajendra Shinde Excellence and Quality Assurance

> Session Overview:

The concluding technical session of the conference shifted the focus toward the macro-level
responsibilities of higher education centers, led by Dr. Rajendra Shinde, Director of the Institute
for Innovation, Leadership, and Programmes (11LP) at HSNC University, Mumbai. Drawing
from his distinguished career as a botanist, academic administrator, and former Principal of St.
Xavier’s College (Empowered Autonomous Institution), Dr. Rajendra Shinde provided a
strategic framework for embedding excellence into the very fabric of institutional identity.

Key Highlights and Strategic Insights

e The Ethical Mandate of Institutional Responsibility: Dr. Rajendra Shinde posited that
academic excellence is not achieved in a vacuum. He argued that institutions have a
fundamental responsibility to ensure that their "best practices” are not merely
administrative checkboxes but are deeply socially relevant. Excellence, in his view, is
measured by the positive impact an institution leaves on its stakeholders and the
environment.

e Innovation for Local Problem-Solving: A central theme of the session was the
"localization of innovation.” Dr. Rajendra Shinde emphasized that for innovative
practices to be truly effective, they must be tailored to solve local community issues. He
encouraged colleges to engage in community-based research and extension activities,
effectively transforming the campus into a laboratory for social and ecological solutions.

« Strategic Dimensions of Institutional Best Practices: Dr. Rajendra Shinde outlined
several pillars that define an excellent institution:

o Student-Centricity: Moving from a "teaching” to a "learning” model using
Flipped Classrooms and Experiential Learning.

o Academic Flexibility: Utilizing the status of an Empowered Autonomous
Institution to introduce interdisciplinary courses and credit transfers via the
Academic Bank of Credits (ABC).

o Vocational Integration: Embedding industry-recognized certifications within the
degree framework to ensure students are "job-ready."

e Institutionalizing Success through Documentation: Reflecting on the rigorous
requirements for NAAC and NIRF rankings, Dr. Rajendra Shinde highlighted that a "best
practice” only becomes institutionalized when it is consistently applied, documented, and
scaled. He shared insights from his leadership at HSNC University on how to create a
culture where faculty and students collaborate on projects that bridge the gap between
classroom theory and societal needs.

o Sustainability and Future-Proofing: Dr. Rajendra Shinde discussed the importance of
aligning institutional goals with the National Education Policy (NEP-2020) by fostering
interdisciplinary and value-based education. He emphasized that the mark of a truly
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"excellent” institution is its ability to produce graduates who are not only professionally
competent but also ethically grounded and socially aware.

e« The Role of Quality Assurance: The session concluded with a call to action for
institutions to align their quality assurance measures monitored by the Internal Quality
Assurance Cell (IQAC) with long-term developmental goals, ensuring that educational
progress leads to collective societal well-being and institutional sustainability.

Technical Session 1V: Photographs

Principal Dr. Mahadev Gavhane greeted the Dr. Rajendra Shinde delivering his expert
Chief Guest Dr. Rajendra Shinde. guidance to the Participants.

Dr.Rajendra Shinde Interacting with Participants Participants in Forth Technical Session
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Oral Feedback From Participants : Photographs
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» Summary of Valedictory function:

The conference culminated in a distinguished Valedictory Function, graced by the
presence of Principal Dr. Mahadev Gavhane, Vice-Principal Prof. Sadashiv Shinde, Dr.
Omprakash Shahapurkar (Controller of Examinations), Dr. Anuja Jadhav (Head, Department
of English). The session served as a reflective conclusion to the day's intensive academic discourse,
bringing together the insights gained across four comprehensive technical sessions.

Key organizers including Prof. Dnyaneshwar Bansode, Prof. Rutuja Bavachkar, Dr.
Vitesh Nikte, Dr. Mahadev Jadhav, Prof. Sayali Samudre, and Dr. Bhagwant Bokade were
recognized for their pivotal roles in ensuring the seamless execution of the proceedings.

In his presidential concluding address, Principal Dr. Mahadev Gavhane expressed his
satisfaction with the depth of the discussions. He reaffirmed the institution’s mission to be a
pioneer in academic excellence and urged the participating faculty to implement the innovative
practices discussed during the sessions within their respective classrooms. Prof. Dnyaneshwar
Bansode provided a summary of the conference outcomes, noting that the core objectives—
ranging from curriculum flexibility to evaluation reforms—had been successfully addressed
through the enthusiastic participation of professors from various colleges.

The session was skillfully moderated by Prof. Sudarshan Patil, who synthesized the key
takeaways from the visiting resource persons. To conclude the event formally, a Vote of Thanks
was proposed by Prof. Shrikrishna Panchal, expressing deep gratitude to the guests, resource
persons, and the organizing committee for creating a vital platform to address the future challenges
and opportunities in higher education.

The valedictory session also emphasized the importance of sustained collaboration
between autonomous institutions and state-level bodies like the MSFDA. It was noted that the
success of the conference lay not just in the theoretical exchange of ideas, but in the creation of a
tangible roadmap for institutional growth. This forward-looking approach ensures that the "best
practices” identified during the day will be translated into actionable strategies, ultimately
benefiting the student community and elevating the standards of higher education in the region.
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Valedictory Function: Photographs
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Principal Dr. Mahadev Gavhane giving his
concluding remarks as the chairperson.

Participants in Valedictory Function.

Group Photo of Resource Persons. Delegates and
Organizers.

Group Photo of Resource Persons. Delegates
and Organizers.
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Glimpses of the Conference

Principal Dr.Mahadev Gavhane ,Chief Guest
Dr.Rajendra Shinde and Vice Principal Prof.
Sadashiv Shinde arriving at the conference
venue.

Anchoring by Prof. Sudershan Patil.

Chief Guest Dr.Nilesh Berad delivering his
views.
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Participant Dr.Mahesh Mote interacting with
Chief Guest Dr.Rajendra Shinde.

Chief Guest Dr. Jyoti Singh Addressing to the
Participants.

Principal Dr. Mahadev Gavhane and Chief Guest
Dr.Rajendra Shinde interacting during lunch.

Concluding National Conference with
National Anthem.
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Letters of Gratitude

Ref. RSML/ PM-USHA/2025-26/ %5 3 Date: 12/03/2026

Letter of Gratitude

To,
Dr. Rajendra Shinde
Director, IILP, HSNC University,

Mumbai.

On behalf of our Institution, I express my deep sense of gratitude towards you for
spending your valuable time and sharing your knowledge on “Innovative Teaching-Learning
Practices for Enhancing Quality in Higher Education” with participants through your talk as
a Resource Person in the PM-USHA Sponsored National Conference on “Effective
Implementation of Innovative and Best Practices in Higher Education,” organized by the
Department of Political Science, Public Admihistration & Sociology, Rajarshi Shahu
Mahavidyalaya, Empowered Autonomous Institution, Latur, in collaboration with MSFDA,
Pune, on Thursday, 12th March 2026.

Your insightful deliberation greatly benefited the participants and enriched the academic
discussions during the conference. We look forward to your continued cooperation and guidance

in future academic activities.

With Regards,
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Ref. RSML/ PM-USHA/2025-26/ 553 Date: 12/03/2026
Letter of Gratitude

To,
Dr. Nilesh Berad
Joint Director,

MSFDA, Pune.

On behalf of our Institution, I express my deep sense of gratitude towards you for
spending your valuable time and sharing your knowledge on “Reforms in Assessment and
Evaluation Systems in Higher Education” with participants through your talk as a Resource
Person in the PM-USHA Sponsored National Conference on “Effective Implementation of
Innovative and Best Practices in Higher Education,” organized by the Department of Political
Science, Public Administration & Sociology, Rajarshi Shahu Mahavidyalaya, Empowered
Autonomous Institution, Latur, in collaboration with MSFDA, Pune, on Thursday, 12th March
2026.

Your insightful deliberation greatly benefited the participants and enriched the academic
discussions during the conference. We look forward to your continued cooperation and guidance

in future academic activities.

With Regards,

1

i
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Ref. RSML/ PM-USHA/2025-26/ 353 Date: 12/03/2026

Letter of Gratitude
To,
Dr. Jyoti Singh
General Manager (Academics),
MSFDA, Pune.

On behalf of our Institution, I express my deep sense of gratitude towards you for
spending your valuable time and sharing your knowledge on “Curriculum Development and
Academic Flexibility: Experiences from Autonomous and Affiliated Colleges” with
participants through your talk as a Resource Person in the PM-USHA Sponsored National
Conference on “Effective Implementation of Innovative and Best Practices in Higher
Education,” organized by the Department of Political Science, Public Administration &
Sociology, Rajarshi Shahu Mahavidyalaya, Empowered Autonomous Institution, Latur, in
collaboration with MSFDA, Pune, on Thursday, 12th March 2026.

Your insightful deliberation greatly benefited the participants and enriched the academic
discussions during the conference. We look forward to your continued cooperation and guidance

in future academic activities.

With Regards,

e al
CIPAL
acgorsti Shahu Mahandyaizya. =
(A0NOnous)
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Media Coverage:

e News Paper Publicity: Daily Ekmat 11" March 2026
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGxKNR1hS4I

e Daily Divya Marathi 11" March 2026
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